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Bellflower Elementary

5" Grade Handbook

Mrs. Edgar’s Classroom

Educating one another

Demonstrating our best abilities

Greatly influencing the future

Achieving academic and personal goals

Realizing our full potential

Mrs. Edgar’s Contact Information:
School Phone Number: (573) 929-3211
Email Address: jedgar@mc-wildcats.org
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Dear Students and Families,
Welcome to the Fifth Grade! 1 am excited to have you in my Class this year.
This is going t0 be a great Year! Qur g0al as a Class is to gain knowledge and skills in
many areas and also to develop lasting friendships by respecting each other.
Fifth grade is a giaht stepping stone for students. The curriculum is harder and
more demanding. Be prepared tO help and encourage your child through this
transition. T will CommuniCate with you often and also send home ideas and
activities you could do at home together to help build on the necessary
5 knowledge each student will heed for middle school. Again, welcome to my Class. 5
5 gincerely, 2
3 Mrs. J. Edgar 3
% Fifth Grade Supply List %
1 Accordion file (inexpensive w/5 pockets 1 - Package of colored pencils Or Crayons (ho
minimum, top that seals) markers allowed)
X 2-1inch binder 1- Dry Erase Marker s
2 2 - Packages of |oose |eaf paper — wide ruled 1- Yellow Highlighter e
N 2 —Pack of dividers 2 - Pocket folders — with brads N
5 1- Pair of scissors 2 - Marble composition notebooks 2
X 1- Clipboard - standard size 1 - Package of sticky hotes X
X 1-Pottle of glue 2 - Regular boxes of tissues X
2 2 - Packages of #2 pencils 2 - Spiral hotebooks — 70 pages 2
2 1 -Package of blue and green ink pens 1-Box gallon size ZiploC bags 2
3 1- Package of red ink pens 3
Snack Break : We have an optional snack mid-morning while working. We encourage students
t0 bring a healthy snack. T will provide snacks at a Cost of $0.75 each. This helps pay for fieldtrips
Or specCial fifth grade activities. BeCause of the technology in the Classroom, water bottles are
2 not permitted. However, there is a water fountain available as students need a drink. 2
:\ -~ » :\
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Recipe for Successful Learning

Combine active participation: Add self-control as needed :
1 part reading proofreading

1 part grammar editing

1 part math research sKills

1 part science study skills

1 part socCial studies test taking sKills

1 part spelling

For added spice:

Mix enthusiasm well with: use a thesaurus

listening use a dictionary
speaking use an active imagination
writing

Blend ih technology. Heat active partiCipation, enthusiasm, and self-Contro| to 98.6 degrees
Fahrenheit to speed absorption of knowledge. Serve with g positive attitude.

Classroom Expectations

We will work together as a Class and Create a list Of expecCtations based on the school-wide 5 Bs.

1)
2)
3)
4
5)

Be Kind

Be Safe

Be Cooperative
Be Respectful
Be Responsible

Super rule: Keep your hands, feet, objects, and unkind words to yourself.

Classroom Consequences

Students are expected to abide by Classroom rules and use common sense. e are constantly learning how to
deal with other people ih socCial situations, and therefore we take inCidences in Class to be learhing
experiences. Children have conseguences, however, for repeated offenses and misbehavior.

1. Verbal warning will be giveh with a reminder about staying on the Current task for the first offense.

2. Students will complete a behavior |0g and miss 10 minutes Of recess onh the second offense where
teacher will re-teaCh expectations.

3. On the third offense, the student will meet with the teacher to set Up a behavior action plah. He or
she will select a school service (picking up trash, helping ahother student, etC...) to complete during
recess or free time.

4. 1f behavior occurs after ah action planned has been established between teacher and student, T will
contact the family and set up a time to discuss, with you, what we could do to help the student
redirect the behavior in @ more positive way in the Classroom and at school.

5. If the problem exists beyond the conference, prinCipal intervention will be hecessary.
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Please refer to the Bellflower School Handbook for further disCipline procedures.

eMINTS

eMINTS classrooms include high levels of technology for students and teachers to enhance
Classroom instruction. In our Classroom we have a SMARTBoard w/projector, laptops for teacher
ahd students (2:1 ratio Of students to |aptop), sCahner, EImO, and a digital Camera.

eMINTS instructional strategies include:

x Ihquiry-based teaching that engages students in real-world projects and research
x Higher-order thinking sKills
x Cooperative |earhing and building a cCommunity of |earnhers.

Each student must Sigh a Computer usage agreement SpecCifiC to our fifth grade Class. This
agreement Will alSO inClude permission to post pictures or student wWork Samples on the Class
website.

In class T will teach students basiC computer skKills, SpecCial Software programs, and Cyber safety. 1
Will provide information throughout the year for the families to encourage students to be safe
online at school and at home.

Please note that if students abuse the technology available they Will hot be permitted to use it.
The eMINTS program is @ unigue learhing environment that Cah only be successful when students
Follow all computer rules.

Class Website

Please visit our Class website at http://bf-5.mC-wildCats.org frequently. It is updated weekly

throughout the sChool Year. This website provides links for parents, students, and Community
members. Please note the specCial sections for homework, Class hewsletters, and student work.
AlSO, at the top Of the page is a direCt link to my.delicious account that has links for students

use. We will use this website in Class when we do Webguest or link content specific websites.
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X 20 Brain Compatible Strategies That Are Proven to Help Us Learn X
\\ Comes from Marcia Tate'#yorksheets Don't Grow Dendrites \\
zf | brainstorming/discussion || drawing/artwork | :\
\\ | field trips | games | \\
5 | graphic organizers [l humor | 5
X | manipulatives/labs/models [l metaphors/analogy/simile | X
2 | mnemonic Devices [l movement | 2
5 | music/rhythm/rhyme/rap [l project/problem-based instruction | 5
b | reciprocal teaching/cooperative learning [l storytelling | b
2 | role play/drama/charades | technology | 2
5 | visualization/guided imagery | visuals | 5
/\5 | writing/journals/writer's notebook || work study/apprenticeships | /\5
% In my Classroom I strive to use a Variety of the strategies listed above. I truly believe students 5
learn when they are more involved in the lesson being taught.
3 Communication Arts 3

“The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for
eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children .” (From Becoming a
Nation of Readers)
Communication Arts inCludes Srammar, publiC speaking, punctuatioh, reading,
spelling, and writing. Students will do reading in Class, but they are expected
t0 also read at home on a daily basis.
1 expect all individual students to read 13 fiCtioh ahd 7 honhfiCction books during the course of this
school year. Students will need to select books that are on the AR list and that are Of interest to
them. Students will be allowed to read their books during self-selected reading time, when they
have completed all other assighments, and Of course, at home.
XX X R xR R X X xR X
Thirty mihutes of nightly home reading is expected for each student. Parents will heed to sigh
their reading [0gs on a weekly basis. Reading logs must be piCked up weekly by the students.
Students Can read any book, magazine, newspaper, Or textbook that is suitable for their reading
Copyright ¥ 2008 Mrs. JaniCe Edgar
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level ahd age. However, it is strongly recommended that they read AR booKs until they have met
their goals.
Literacy café
Throughout the school year students will be working towards goals to guide them in becoming
better readers. In our Classroom we will have a CAFE board where students will mohitor their
growth. CAFE is ah acronym for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and Expanding Vocabulary.
During conferences, students Will work onh specCifiC reading strategies for their goals and disCuss
their progress towards that goal. If you Visit our Classroom, please take time to CheCk out our
CAFE board. If You have any other questions or would like to Know how your soh or daughter is
progressing on the board please set up a conference with me ahd your soh or daughter.
The Dalily Five
The Daily Five is a series Of literaCy tasks which students complete daily while the teacher meets
with small groups and confers with individuals (Boushey and Moser). During our CommuhiCation
arts block we will follow this structure daily, which includes guided reading, read to self, read to
a partner, work oh writing, and word work. BasicCally, I am adding one new literaCy task to the daily
routine, read to a parther. ] feel confident that if each student has the opportunity to read with
a parther and help monitor reading strategies, they Will become more fluent and confident as
readers.
Fifth Grade Reading List
\: This is the list we will read together in class throughout the year. There will be required reading \:
at home with these assigned novels. | encourage you to ask your son or daughter questions about
:\ the novels they are reading. If you would like to read along with him or her, don’t hesitate to ask :\
for an extra copy of the book for home.
The Slave Dancer by Paula Fox The Westing Gatme by Ellen Raskin
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson Bound for Oregon by Jeah Vanh [eeuwen
Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George The Giver by Lois Lowry
Speare The Devil's Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
George Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
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We will also be incorporating folklore, fables, and tall tales as we move through the year.

Especially during our Native American (Jnit and when we learn about each state. If you have any
questions regarding the selections we Will read, please contact me immediately.
:: kkkkkkkhkkkhkkikkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkhkkkhkkhkkkkikrkkkikkhkkkk*x ::
Writing will be done on a constant basis, during our scheduled writing block, as well as during
other subject areas. Writing will help the students become more successful readers and students.
Not all writing projects and research assighments will be edited and revised. Qnly a portion of the
assighments Will be self and peer edited, teacher edited, and published. Writing samples will be
saved throughout the year and placed in each child’s individual portfolio.
\: kkk ki kk*k \:
Native News
Each day, a student in our Classroom is assigned to be the Gossiping Gorilla. His
or her job is to Write a short artiCle about what took place in Class that day.
Gtudents will write their articles throughout the day and then they will
complete the nhews template oh the Class cComputer. This provides students
with ah opportunity to write using technology, and Mrs. Edgar Cah easily upload
the articCles to Native News. The Class website will be updated daily with hew
articles.
Learning Adventures
\: (adapted from Discovery Quests by Mrs. RenZ's @Redmond §chool. http://www2.redmond.k12.0r.us/) \:
Each month students will be given a list Of tOpiCs to select from for their [earhing adventure
assighment. Students will use books, magazines, and websites to (oCate information about their
topiC and prepare a Small project and a speech. Students give speeches on the last Friday of the
month. e will partiCipate in Learhing Adventures September through April. I |00K forward to
learning with the students as they share what they have discovered.
Mathematics
MathematiCs is an essential skill for students and Can sometimes become
overwhelming. Therefore, my math sessions will be a block schedule that
Creates more opportunity £for individualized instruction and group
assistance. In class I will use manipulatives, real-life applications, and hands-
oh learning as much as possible because students will grasp the hecessary
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math concepts better if they are involved in learhing rather than just doing worksheets alone.
2 Students will have an occasional math project that will help them tie in many problem solving and 2
application math skills. Please note, math will be applied throughout other subjects during the
year as well.
3 Science 3
gcience allows students to think CritiCally through experiments and hands-oh |earhing. It also
encourages students to think Critically by forming and testing hypothesis. Science is everywhere
in the world around us and it is important to teach.
This year students are required to do a science fair project . T will provide
;ﬁ students with books to [ook through and suggestions to take home. The sCience ;ﬁ
" fair will be later in the school year and information will come home in advance so
3 students and parents Cah begin obtaining the materials heeded for the selected
J Ny project. Twill provide some in Class science time as well SO students can ask
;f questions and organize projects. We will do an in Class sCience project for each ;f
new unit. This will help students understand the sCientifiC method and my expectations for their
own projects.
5 Social Studies 5
During social studies students Will be learhing about United States
history. When possible, T will teach socCial studies through the use of
novels. This method helps connect the students to SpecCifiC events from
the past. Students should be prepared to Create timelines, projects, and
2 also do role playing to learn about our country. e
zf kkhkkkhkkikkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkhkkikhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkk*k :\
Social studies is a Very important subject area but it is often disliked. It is my goal to instill an
appreciation of American history ih all students by providing Project Based learhing
;ﬁ opportunities. This year, your soh or daughter will take part in the following projects: ;ﬁ
x  Native Americah Museum w/Story Telling Festival
x People, Places, and Things of the American Revolution (Class book project)
x  Civil War Hall of Fame
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< If you have any questions, or would like t0 assist oh any Of these projects please let me Khow.
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Smart Pants Mastery Club

These useful and fun activities for vocabulary and concept development will be available For
students who finish work early. When students correctly answer “Who’s the Smarty” questions,
they earn a specCial recognition on our Class “Who’s the Smarty” bulletin board. Students Can earn
recognition more thah onCe during the year following the schedule listed:

Bronze Members: 1-17 Stars, earns $10 in Class money

Gilver Members: 18-3¢ Gtars, earns $20 in Class money
Gold Members: 35-51 Stars, earns $30 in Class money
Platinutn Members: 52-68 Stars, earns $¢0 in Class money
Diamond Members: 69-95 Stars, earns $50 in Class money
A AR\

% Agendas 2

Agendas serve as daily CommuniCation between the SChool and parents. They also serve as an
organizational tool for students. Agendas are a £00d place for parents tO Write a hote to Mrs.
Edsgar because it is checked daily. Students are expected to fill in their agenda daily and have it
signhed by a parent each hight. At sChool, agendas will be CheCked each morning. If the student
Copyright ¥b 2008 Mrs. Janice Edgar
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has completed all of his or her homework, I Will put a Stamp or stiCker for the day. If a student

N
N

does not complete their agenda, Or forgets to haVve it sighed, they will be required to |ose some
recess or free time. The agenda is a student responsibility.
Student Assignments/Homework
Homework is usually assigned four times per week. Students are responsible For recording their homework
assignments each day in their homework agendas. When each assighment is completed, they should place a
mark in the box next to the assighment in their agendas.
1 check to make sure homework has been turned in daily and that students have had their agendas sighed by
an adult. T ask that you would sigh your Child’s agenda only after [0OKing at the assighments that were
completed. Parents are encouraged to discuss homework assighments with their Children as this will foster a
deeper understanding of the material. However, a student’s mistakes alert me that your child may need
further instruction in that area.
Time spent on homework will Vary according to the student. T expecCt that students in fifth grade will spend
approximately 50-60 minutes per hight on homework. In addition to this time, students should read for 30
minutes.
If a student does not have his or her homework in Class, on the due date,
Tl mot eat amymore homenork a "late homework” slip will be sent home to be signhed by the parents. The
b T will not 2at amymere homework: work must be returned the next day. If homework is more thah one day b
will not eat anymere homewarts late 10% Will be subtracted from the student's assighment grade. After
— the fourth late homework slip, the student will be required to attend a
“Study SKills and Organization Session.”
\: Homework Suggestions \:
Homework has a great deal of Value for developing responsibility ahd good study habits that are so hecessary
for your child's success in the years ahead. This year your Child will be having homework on a regular basis.
\: All assignments are due the next school morning unless otherwise stated in class. \:
Here are some suggestions of ways to help your child.
X Setroutine study times in a quiet area.
X Provide a regular spot where sChool materials are left with any supplies available.
X Let your child work independently, but let him/her kKnow that you are available for help.
X Communicate with your Child's teacher on ahy concerns you have about homework as soon as
possible.
X Encourage you child to haVve a 'Class buddy' to Call with Sitple questions.
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NSNS AN,

1 am looking forward to a successful 2008-2009 school year!

NN

Please sign and return this page as soon as possible.

AN

Student Name #

NN

My child and | have read over the provided information. We understand that these classroom

SN

procedures and guidelines are put in place to promote an environment that celebrates and

NG

embraces learning. If at anytime we have questions or concerns, we know that Mrs. Edgar can be

AN

reached by phone or email at jedgar@mc-wildcats.org or (573) 929-3211.

NN

SO

Date Parent Sighature

SN

SN

Date Student Signature

AN

Please provide a frequently used email address for school communication and reminders.

SN

Email Address

AN

Comments and Questions.

LI

LI

AN

SN

NG

SNSRI
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